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“The purpose of the Ashford 
Citizen is to keep Ashford citizens 
informed on what is going on in 

town.” (August 1952) 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Ashford Town Offices Public Hours: 
 

  Assessor, Selectmen’s Office, Tax Collector, 
  Town Clerk: 
  Mon., Tues., Fri.  8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
  Wed.  10 am - 6 pm 
 

  Land Use Dept.: 
  Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., 8:30 am-3:00 pm  or by appt. 
 

  Social Services: Mon. & Tues. 9 am - 3 pm or by appt. 
 

  Transfer Station: Wed. 2-8 pm, Sat. 8 am-4 pm,  
   Sun. 10 am - 4 pm 
 

  For other depts. not listed, please call for hours. 
 

 
 

      Town Offices 
         Directory 

 
 

Animal Control Officer      860-234-4093 

Assessor           860-487-4403 

Building Dept.          860-487-4404 

Emergency Management   860-428-0870 

Finance Dept.          860-487-4405 

Fire Marshal                   860-208-0113 

Housing Authority              860-429-8556 

Parks & Recreation            860-487-4409 

Public Works                       860-429-6812 

Registrar of Voters              860-487-4410 

Selectmen’s Office               860-487-4400 

Sexton                                   860-487-4400 

Social/ Youth Services         860-487-4417 

Tax Collector                       860-487-4411 

Town Clerk                          860-487-4401 

Zoning Enforcement           860-487-4415 
Town of Ashford website: 

 

www.ashfordtownhall.org 

CLOSINGS 
The Tax Collector’s Office will be closed all  

Tuesdays in October and November.  
You may use the online payment system as well as the mail 

and the drop box next to the front door.  
 Please make sure that your motor vehicle taxes are up to 

date so as to avoid any hold up with DMV.  
 Thank you ! 

*** The Ashford Citizen *** 
Policies & Procedures 

As Amended by the BOS August 29, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 

DEATHS:     Cynthia Jane Mont               August 24, 2023                   
                       Richard J. Tangari                August 25, 2023 
                       Alfred C. Eggen                   September 15, 2023 
 

MARRIAGES:  
                Ramona Cathleen Johnson          August 19, 2023 
                Todd Christopher Baker 
 

                Irene Marie Ciscart                      September 1, 2023  
                Benjamin Hughes Rowley  

VITAL STATISTICS 

The Assessor’s Office will be closed on 
 Tuesday, October 17th 

Sorry for any inconvenience ! 
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PLEASE  CHECK  OUR  CENTER  PAGES  FOR  FURTHER  LEGAL/PUBLIC  NOTICES 

 
 

With the upcoming elections Tuesday, November 7, 2023,  
we want to encourage all citizens and residents of Ashford to register to vote!  

 

Voting will take place at Knowlton Memorial Hall at 25 Pompey Hollow Road Ashford, 
 from 6:00AM until 8:00PM on Tuesday, November 7, 2023. 

 
** You may register at Town Hall during its regular operating hours Monday through Wednesday and Friday in 
the Town Clerk’s Office during regular business hours. Reminder that the Town Hall is closed on Thursdays. 
The registrars of voters’ office hours are on Wednesday from 9:30 AM until 11:30AM. 
 

Important dates to keep in mind in order to vote for the Tuesday, November 7, 2023: 
 

** Wednesday, October 6: Absentee ballots are available at Town Hall from the Town Clerk. 
** Tuesday, October 31: We will hold a mandated seventh day before Election Day registration session before  
     the November 7th election. We will be conducting office hours between 9:00AM and 8:00PM. Applicants   
     must appear in-person to register. 
** Tuesday, October 31: The deadline for registering by mail and on-line.  Applications must be hand delivered  
     or post-marked by this date in order to be accepted for the November 7th election. Residents may also register    
     to vote online at  https://voterregistration.ct.gov/OLVR/welcome.do.  
     The on-line voter registration deadline is 11:59p.m.  
** Monday, November 6 from 9:00AM until 5:00 PM: We will hold a limited special registration session for  
     those seeking to vote in the election whose qualifications as to age, citizenship or residence was attained since  
     October 31st.  
** Tuesday, November 7:  Election Day Registration “EDR” will take place at Ashford Town Office Building 
     (5 Town Hall Road, Room 304) until 8:00PM. This change to election law was enacted by the General  
     Assembly in Connecticut Public Act 12-56 “An Act Concerning Voting Rights”. This act allows eligible  
     people to register to vote in person and cast a ballot on Election Day if he or she meets eligibility requirements    
    for voting and is either (1) not already an elector or (2)is registered in one municipality but wants to change his  
    or her registration because he or she currently in lives in another municipality. A person is eligible to register  
    and vote if he or she is a U.S. citizen, age 18 years or older, and a bona fide resident of the municipality which  
    he or she applies for admission as an elector. Please plan to arrive early in the day as there may be long lines.  
    You will need to provide proof of identity and residency. 

Exercise your right to vote! 

 Impor¥ant infor�ation Šom the Ashford Regist¢ars of Voters 

 
 

Absentee Ballot Applications and Absentee Ballots 
 

for the November 7, 2023 Municipal Election 
 

 Absentee Ballots will be available on October 6, 2023, but you may  
   submit an application earlier. 

 

 Absentee ballot applications may be found on the Town Clerk’s page on 
the Town website or in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

 
 Absentee Ballot Applications and Absentee Ballots may be deposited in 

the large, white State of Connecticut Official Ballot Drop Box on the  
      front porch of the Town Office Building beginning October 6, 2023.  
     (Applications ONLY may be left in the small, black Town Drop Box.) 

 

 For more information, please call the Town Clerk’s Office at # 860-487-4401.  
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RESIDENTIAL                       SMALL BUSINESS 
 

FREE ESTIMATES                   BONDED & INSURED 
 

90 ASHFORD ROAD  ASHFORD, CT  06278 
 
 

DEBRA M. THOMPSON 
Owner 
(860) 428-9874 
 

www.thompsonscleaningservice.com 
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CORRECTION  
 

It was inaccurately reported in last month’s CiƟzen in a “ASCO members” arƟcle that 
personal items, wheelchairs, walkers, canes and other items you’d like to donate were 
not to be leŌ off at the senior center.  The Town working through our Municipal Agent 

for the Elderly, has had a long‐standing policy of working with several of our sister 
towns to encourage durable medical equipment such as those menƟoned above 

 to be donated to be recycled to persons in need of such items.   
  

WE CONTINUE TO WELCOME YOUR DONATIONS 

The only thing we ask is that you call the center (860‐487‐5122) 
 prior to dropping them off.   

Kit Eves, our Senior Center Director/Municipal Agent for the Elderly, 
 will be happy to assist you or answer any quesƟons you may have. 
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Looking for residential accounts  
on the Ashford/Willington/ 

Mansfield line. 
 

We do not provide services to the 
 Ashford/Union area.  

 

We do not clear snow from vehicles or shovel. 
 

Please call between 6:00 -10:00 pm. 
 

Free estimates. 
 

Call # 860-487-1054; ask for John. 

 

 
St. Philip Church 

64 Pompey Hollow Road 
                 Route 44  

Ashford, CT 06278 
 
 

 

Annual Christmas Craft Fair 
  

Saturday, November 25th 2023 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

Come Christmas Shop with 40 Crafters!  
 

Food! Soup, Sandwiches and Pierogies  
will be available from the kitchen.  

 

Basket Raffles 
 

There will be a Bake Sale sponsored by the  
church, which is very popular every year. 

 

So come one come all to have a wonderful  
time at the St. Philip’s Christmas Craft Fair! 

 

ADMISSION IS FREE! 
 
 

Rose Bergeron, Linda Joyal 
Co-Chairpersons 
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       Assistance 
       to  

      Ashford Veterans 
 

 

If you are in need of advice for Veteran benefits, 
 questions on assistance such as health care,  

burials, disability compensation, 
 Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund, or pension,  

please visit on the first Wednesday  
of the month with the new hours of 5:00-6:00 pm. 

 Appointments are preferred, especially if Wednesdays 
 are a conflict, but walk-ins are welcome. 

 

Call Garry at 860-928-2309 and leave a message. 
 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you  

need help with your veteran issues: 
Garry.brown71@aim.com and/or 860-928-2309.  

 Always no cost ever for veterans 
 and always confidential. 

 

VETERAN NOTES 

If you had a denial decision from the VA since 
2-19-19 and the decision letter failed to include 
"favorable findings", you may still have an 
open claim. Ref m21-1 V.iv.1.A.5.a  

Call Garry for more information at 860-928-2309 
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Call TODAY for a 
FREE Quote on an 

Automatic Stand-by 
GENERATOR! 

We also do hookups  
for portable generators 

certified by  

GENERAC 

DEALER   *  INSTALLER  *  TECHNICIAN 

For All Your Electrical Needs 

860-974-3601        *        860-428-3196 

www.woodstockvalleyelectric.com 

License # 
185790 

 

WOODSTOCK VALLEY 

ELECTRICLLC 

 

“DON’T BE LEFT IN THE DARK” 

Discounts 
for Veterans 
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The Tax Collector’s Office  
will be closed  

ALL Tuesdays  in  
October and November.  

You may use the online payment   
system as well as the mail and the 
drop box next to the front door.  

 Please make sure that your motor 
vehicle taxes are up to date so as to 

avoid any hold up with DMV.  
  

Thank you.  
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Greetings to the Ashford Community 
                      from Cynthia Ford, Superintendent 

Update to the Ashford Community from Cynthia Ford, Superintendent: 
 
The beginning of the school year has kicked off.  We started with very hot and humid conditions, but families, staff 
and students have muddled through.  Students are all getting into their new routines successfully.  It is nice to hear  
all the hustle and bustle back in the building, it gets rather quiet here in the summer.  One of my favorite things to do 
is look out my window and watch our youngest population play freely outside at recess from my office window as it 
overlooks the primary playground.  It is a constant reminder of how important our work is…  it is all about the kids 
and their well-being. 
 
Building Update:   
 
We’re looking forward to the delivery of our new generator in November.  In October, an automatic switch will be 
installed to move the power from the street to the generator in the event that we lose power.  We continue to work 
with the insurance company for the rental of our current generator.  The roof project continues to move forward.   
Interviews for the architectural services will be scheduled during the week of October 2- October 9, 2023.   
 
BOE Meetings:   
 
October 5, 2023 and October 19, 2023 are the next regularly scheduled meetings.  The second meeting of each 
month is when the curriculum committee meets. At a prior board meeting, it is decided which school committee   
will be invited to present a subject or curricular area report to the BOE.  The meetings are held at Ashford School   
in Room 16 or online via Zoom.  Please come by and inquire, contact me at the school at 860-429-6419 ext. 365,    
or email me at cford@ashfordct.org.   
 
After School Care Program:  
 
The BOE has worked in partnership with the Superintendent, Board of Selectmen, Ashford Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Social/Youth Services, various other Town Departments, personnel and numerous residents to        
research and develop the plans for an after-school care program for grades K-6.   The enrollment in the program   
has been low.   
It was communicated that the fee was challenging for many.  Therefore, Mrs. Ford and the first selectman have    
discussed resources to supplement or offset this cost for this school year. Due to being able to purchase our new 
reading program with grants and within the budget last year, we were able to reallocate the funds we budgeted for 
through our ESSER III/ARP grant funding to the after-school program.  The after-school care program meets the 
requirements for social emotional learning and homework support.  This was discussed at length during the BOE 
meeting on September 7, 2023.   

-19-



Discovery Challenge for Families and Individuals (All Joshua's Trust towns) 
September 1 - December 1 
Join us in a challenge this fall to explore some of Joshua’s Trust trails and learn about their diversity of plants 
and animals!  Awards for completed entries. For details go to https://joshuastrust.org/event/discovery-challenge/  
 
Stargazing at Atwood Farm (Mansfield) 
October 13, 6:45 pm - 9:00 pm 
Atwood Farm 624 Wormwood Hill Road, Mansfield Center, CT 
Join us for stargazing at Atwood Farm. A local night sky enthusiast will point out major stars, constellations, 
and planets. We suggest bringing binoculars, a portable chair and a red tinted flashlight if available. 
For details go to https://joshuastrust.org/event/walktober-2023-stargazing-at-atwood-farm-2/ 
 
Cider Pressing at Atwood Farm (Mansfield) 
October 21, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Atwood Farm 624 Wormwood Hill Road, Mansfield Center, CT 
Join us for a traditional cider pressing at Atwood Farm. Take a tour of the farm’s heirloom orchard and historic 
buildings, including the large barn, blacksmith’s shop, weaver’s cottage, and other outbuildings. 
For details go to https://joshuastrust.org/event/cider-pressing-at-atwood-farm/ 
 
Gurleyville Grist Mill Tours 
October 1st and 8th – 1:00 pm 
134 Stone Hill Road, Mansfield, CT 
Nestled in the historic Mansfield village of Gurleyville, on the banks of the Fenton River, the Gurleyville Grist Mill 
stands much as it was in 1830. Docents will be available to give tours of the mill and extant machinery. 
 

State Police Report—Troop C 
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October 2023 Conservation Commission News 
 
Waste Reduction 
 
With the climate changes we are experiencing, it is crucial that we focus on reducing 
our carbon footprint and reducing the amount of waste we generate. We all can help 
by shifting our daily patterns to be more aware of the long-term impact of the waste 
we generate.  
 

Waste Tip for October:  What are the seven R’s of waste reduction:          
Rethink, Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Regift, Recycle.  

 
Farmers Market  
 
The Ashford Farmers Market is thriving with a full harvest of produce. We had a very 
successful Community Resource Day on Sunday September 10 with several non-profits 
displaying information about how they serve our community. We appreciate those 
agencies and groups taking the time to inform us of the work that they do locally. 
 
We are pleased to announce that we will have a winter market this year starting in  
December thru April. The market will be held the first and third Sundays at Knowlton 
Memorial Hall from 10AM-12:30PM. We are excited about extending our market and 
look forward to having a successful market. Many of our present vendors will be    
participating in the winter market.   
 
Yale Forest Forum - Understanding Climate Smart Forestry in Practice  
 
The Forestry School at Yale University School of the Environment is offering a fall 
speaker series on zoom Mondays September 11-November 27 12noon-12:50pm. The 
series is free and open to all. The series seeks to explore the following questions: How 
can forests be managed to be resistant to fires, storms, pests, and other acute risks that 
are exacerbated by climate change? How can climate-smart forestry (CSF) help keep 
communities safe and resilient and provide economic opportunities? How do policies 
and markets influence CSF and its outcomes? If you would like to join this series, 
yff.yale.edu>yale-forestforum. If you need help lorettaw886@gmail.com I will send 
you the link.  
 
 
      The Conservation Commission meets the 4th Monday of every month on zoom. 
 
      Loretta Wrobel, chair 
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                Scout Troop 92 October Newsletter 
 
 
 
Activities:  
 
    Sept is a start up month for the Scouts after summer layover and summer camp. Our    
    first meeting was organizational. We will be meeting twice a month for two hours. This  
    is new.  
 
    Owen Gratton had an Eagle Board of Review on Sept 15. Not much left for his               
     advancement to Eagle rank! 
 
Upcoming: 
 
    Our fall foliage bike ride will be Sept 30. We will meet at the Pomfret Town Hall              
     at 9:00 AM and ride the Airline Trail. 
 
    Campout at Goodwin will be on Oct 7. 
 
    The Scouts elected new officers. Henry Burnham will be the new Senior Patrol Leader.  
    Good luck, Henry!  
 
    Meetings in Oct will be on 10-10 and 10-24. Committee meeting will be on 10-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
          Troop 92 BSA 
          Ashford/Eastford/Pomfret 
 
          Nord Yakovleff Ast Sct Mstr 
          Jesse Burnham Scout Master 
          Chris Murphy Ast Sct Mstr 
          Kurt van Heinigen Cub Master 
          Rob Hany Committee Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                                                                                                      Scouts enjoy a campfire on a campout. 
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Melissa McDonough 
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SENIOR CENTER CALENDAR 
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From the Municipal Agent for the Elderly 

Kit Eves 860-487-5122 

I have been working with senior citizens in one capacity or another for the last 40 years. 
When I was younger my clients would say “don’t grow old”. I usually would say,” I don’t like the 
alternative.” I still don’t like the alternative, but I am feeling my age. As you know I had two        
operations last year. I am afraid that I am scheduled for another this October.  I will be away for  
several weeks. I have arthritis in my hips and need replacements, bummer! 

The good news is that the Center will still have its Holiday parties. Halloween Spaghetti   
dinner and entertainment, Thanksgiving with entertainment and December Holiday Party with      
entertainment. I must give credit to Esther Jagodzinski and the other wonderful volunteers who    
will organize and cook these meals for our enjoyment. Kudos to you Esther, these parties could 
not    happen without you.         

Wednesdays at the Center tend to be quiet days. I am looking for suggestions for               
programming that I can try to schedule on those days. 

    NEEDED: Mason jars. The jelly jar size. These are needed for an upcoming  
    Craft project.  I could also use battery-operated tea light candles. 

               AVAILABLE FREE: The Center has lots and lots of free greeting cards.  
               Birthday, Get Well, Thinking of You and blank, write your own message.  
               Please feel free to look through them for your needs. 
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Hours 

Monday - 9-5 

Tuesday - 9-5 

Wednesday - 9 – 8 

Thursday – Closed 

Friday - 9-5  

Saturday 9 – 1 

Sunday - Closed  

————————— 

Library Staff 

Ann Chonte’  Chris Diane 

Emma John Stacey 

————————— 

Libby  

Available 24 / 7! 

Try Libby (formerly 

Overdrive) for 

Babcock Library card 

holders!   

Libby offers e-books & 

audiobooks  -  

accessible on mobile 

devices!  

————————— 

Babcock Library News
25 Pompey Hollow Road 

Ashford, CT 06278  

Your Center for Life-Long Learning 

Phone: 860-487-4420 * Website babcocklibrary.org * email: director@babcocklibrary.org

October 2023 

Check Facebook 
for Additions 
and Updates! 

Those interested in participating with their 
own “trunk” please contact Babcock 

Library for more details 
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Call to 
Register! 

Friends of Babcock  
Library Meeting 

3rd Tuesday of each 

month @ 2:30 pm 

Library Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

4th Tuesday of each 

month @ 10 am 

Children's 
Storytime & Craft   

Every Wednesday  

@ 10:30 am 

Embroidery & 
Knitters Group 

Every Wednesday  

@ 1 pm 

Mystery Book 

Discussion! 

Tuesday, October 

3rd, 2023  @ 1 pm 

The Appeal * by 
Janice Hallett 

Cooking Club! 

Try new recipes and chat about your culinary 
adventures! Each month has a theme.  

Bring a prepared dish and copies of the recipe to 
share. Food should arrive ready to eat. The library 
will provide the plates and forks. Sample and talk 
about each recipe and take home new ideas!   

Monthly, on the 2nd Wednesday @ 6:30 pm 

 October 11: Pumpkin Recipes~

Please register in advance @ 860-487-4420 

Ukulele Lessons 

1st Wednesday of 
each month. 

Call to schedule 

 Friday: 9am to 5pm 

 Saturday: 9am to 5pm 

 Sunday: 9am to 2pm 

KNOWLTON              
MEMORIAL HALL 
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Ashford Parks & Recreation  
FALL SPECIAL  EVENTS & BUS TRIPS 

THE GREAT PUMPKIN'S HALLOWEEN PARTY 
SATURDAY OCT. 28TH  

1-4 PM AT CAMP CONNRI
Join us for the fun! Games tricks and treats! Watch for details 

    Join us for this nostalgic, hometown holiday tradition, sure to  
light your holiday spirit and warm your heart! 

SUNDAY  
DECEMBER 3rd         

4:30 p.m.  
KNOWLTON  
TOWN HALL 

Jingle  
Bells, 

Oh, 
Come 
All Ye  

Faithful! 

Tree  
Lighting! 

Sing , Eat 
Delicious Soup  
& See Santa! 

Enjoy Live  
Music by the 

Babcock Band! 

Turkey Trot 
Sunday Nov. 12th,  1:00-3:00 pm 

Ashford Memorial Park 
You can walk, jog, sprint, or trot around the stone dust trail, 

each laps earns a ticket in the drawing  for a turkey! 

Last Mile Racing Timing Co. Presents 

The Quiet Corner Challenge! 
Sunday October 29th  3, two mile  
races in Ashford, Hampton, & Chaplin! 

BUS TRIPS  Enjoy an Autumn Day On Your Own in Historic BOSTON!  
Sat. Oct. 14th 2023. Coach Bus  leaves the Tolland Commuter Lot at 7 a.m. and  
returns  by 8:00 p.m.  You decide, Quincy Market., Faneuil  Hall, a Duck Tour, the Aquari-
um or the Science Museum. The day is yours to orchestrate.  Go on line for details on what 
to do.  https://heyeastcoastusa.com/boston-in-fall/  Fee $60. (bus only) Register by 9/29. 

LOOKING AHEAD,  Day on Your Own in NYC!   Sat.  Dec. 2nd 2023 

Runners may do 1, 2 or all 3 legs. Total dis-
tance 10K . It starts at 8:00 am at  Ashford 
Memorial Park!  For details & to register  
info@thelast mileracing.com  click on  
Quiet Corner Challenge! 
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P *I * C * K *L * E * B* A*L *L 
Fall is a wonderful time for Pickleball!  
In October join us M. W.  F. mornings at 9:00 a.m. and  
T & TH Eves at 5:00  pm for games at Pompey Hollow Park !  
Watch for details on our 2nd annual 
Pickleball Pot Luck Palooza   Sunday Oct. 15th  1:00—5:30 p.m.    
Check playtime scheduler  to select a time  to play.  Bring a pot to share,  
contents must begin with the  letter ‘P’.  

.ENGLISH  COUNTRY DANCING      
 DANCE LIKE ITS 1799! 

It’s fun , Its easy, Its elegant!   
Come alone or with a friend– no experience required. 

Classes will be held  on Sundays from 3-5 p.m. at the Ashford Senior Center.   
Dates:  Oct. 15th , Nov. 19th, Dec. 17th & will continue into the new year. 

  No Fee, Contact organizer Barbara  Renna at  
barbararenna0012@gmail.com Sponsored by A.P.R.C. 

 

Certified YOGA Instructor   
Karrie Kirchner  

leads class on  Tuesday  
mornings  in Knowlton         

Memorial Town Hall. Come 
move, stretch, and get centered! 
Class runs 8:15-9:15 a.m.  Drop 
ins welcome for $10 a class or 6 
week session is $50.  ‘Namaste’ 

Y O U T H   B A S K E T B A L L 
We plan to return to the Lakes Region Recreation Basketball League for girls and 
boys in grades 3-4, 5-6, & 7-8.  Teams will have 1-2 practices weekly and games on 
Saturdays. League may include teams from  Bolton, Coventry, Hebron, Mansfield, 
and Willington.  Season runs Nov.-Feb. Watch for flyers and registration forms to 
be distributed at Ashford School.  

Registration runs from Oct. 20th to Nov. 8th.  
Coaches are needed at many levels, please contact Sherry if you are interested or can 
assist at  860-487-4409.  Coaches meeting Monday 10/23, 6:00 at Ashford School 
lower lobby.  Practices begin Nov. 1st.  

*High School Recreation Basketball Program (Gr. 9-12)  organizes in December.
*Instructional Program (Gr. 1-2 ) begins in January.

Fall in New England is Glorious! Flaming Trees, and Crisp Cool Air, Call Us Outside! 
Check out his years W ALKTOBER  Schedule https://the lastgreenvalley.org/walktober
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 The Ashford Citizen 
 5 Town Hall Road 
 Ashford, CT 06278 

    Local 
    Postal Customer 

PRSRT STD 
ECRWSS 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

EDDM RETAIL 

The Ashford Citizen is printed by Anything Printed Copy Center 

ATTENTION ASHFORD CITIZEN ADVERTISERS 

The Ashford Citizen is a limited public forum and its limited purpose  
is to inform the public about news pertaining to local government activities  

and offer a vehicle for local area organizations and businesses to  
advertise events, products and services. 

Every Ashford mailbox and P.O. box receives,  monthly,  
at no charge, a copy of this publication.  

What a great way to advertise your business !!!!  

Please consider our local Citizen for your advertising needs.   
Thank you for your support. 

We appreciate all of our current advertisers and look forward to our future advertisers. 

Questions? Please email:  ashfordcitizen@ashfordtownhall.org 
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