
 

 

SUNDAY SEPT. 17th  
1-4 PM at  

POMPEY HOLLOW PARK   

BOOTHS 

Come and be a part of our Ashford Community at its Finest!  
Call Sherry at 860-487-4409 or email Melissa at mmcdonough@ashfrdct.org   

to have your organization participate!   
Invite Auntie Em, Cousin Huey and Grandpa Jones to join you!  

Celebrate our 23rd Family Day! 
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ASHFORD CITIZEN  5 TOWN HALL ROAD  ASHFORD  CT  06278 

“The purpose of the Ashford 
Citizen is to keep Ashford citizens 
informed on what is going on in 

town.” (August 1952) 

FAMILY  
DAY ! 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Ashford Town Offices Public Hours: 
 

  Assessor, Selectmen’s Office, Tax Collector, 
  Town Clerk: 
  Mon., Tues., Fri.  8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
  Wed.  10 am - 6 pm 
 

  Land Use Dept.: 
  Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., 8:30 am-3:00 pm  or by appt. 
 

  Social Services: Mon. & Tues. 9 am - 3 pm or by appt. 
 

  Transfer Station: Wed. 2-8 pm, Sat. 8 am-4 pm,  
   Sun. 10 am - 4 pm 
 

  For other depts. not listed, please call for hours. 

 
 

      Town Offices 
         Directory 

 
 

Animal Control Officer      860-234-4093 

Assessor           860-487-4403 

Building Dept.          860-487-4404 

Emergency Management   860-428-0870 

Finance Dept.          860-487-4405 

Fire Marshal                   860-208-0113 

Housing Authority              860-429-8556 

Parks & Recreation            860-487-4409 

Public Works                       860-429-6812 

Registrar of Voters              860-487-4410 

Selectmen’s Office               860-487-4400 

Sexton                                   860-487-4400 

Social/ Youth Services         860-487-4417 

Tax Collector                       860-487-4411 

Town Clerk                          860-487-4401 

Zoning Enforcement           860-487-4415 
Town of Ashford website: 

 

www.ashfordtownhall.org 

 

CLOSINGS 
 

      The Ashford Town Offices will be closed   
 

on Monday, September 4th  
 

  to observe Labor Day. 

 

The Town Clerk’s Office will be closed  
Wednesday, September 20th at 3:00pm 

& also Friday, September 22nd  
for staff to attend the  

Connecticut Town Clerk Association’s  
Fall Conference.  

 

      The Registrar’s office will be closed   
on Wednesday, September 20th for Registrars 

To attend the SOTS Fall Conference 

*** The Ashford Citizen *** 
Policies & Procedures 

August 15, 2023 
 

 

The Assessor’s office will be closed the first  
week of September (9/4/23 – 9/8/23)  
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PLEASE  CHECK  OUR  CENTER  PAGES  FOR  FURTHER  LEGAL/PUBLIC  NOTICES 
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VITAL STATISTICS 

 
Deaths: 
 
   Ryan W. Proulx                 June 16, 2023 
   Charles R. Hampton          July 23, 2023 
   Nicole Cambrelen              July 25, 2023 
 
 
 
Marriages: 
 
   Mykyta Romanov               June 24, 2023 
   Yuliia Shapoval 
 
   Shawn Lee Peno                 June 22, 2023 
   Allison May O’Bryan 

                   
                   ATTENTION  
             ASHFORD CITIZEN  
                ADVERTISERS 
   
  Our new advertising requirements have been initiated. 
                 
    ** They include: 
  
          *  Maximum space size for paid ads will be 
                one half (1/2) page per business. 
                       
          *  New Advertising Rates as follows:   
 
  
Business Card   (3.75” wide x 2” tall) - 
                           $20.   per month        $220.   per year  
 
 1/4  Page -        $30      “      “              $330.     “      “ 
  
 1/2 Page  -        $60      “       “             $660.     “     “  

 
     
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.   
          
          WE APPRECIATE YOU ! 

 
   
   Questions please email :  ashfordcitzen@ashfordtownhall.org 
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DEALER   *  INSTALLER  *  TECHNICIAN 

For All Your Electrical Needs 

860-974-3601        *        860-428-3196 

www.woodstockvalleyelectric.com 

License # 
185790 

 

WOODSTOCK VALLEY 

ELECTRICLLC 

Call TODAY for a 
FREE Quote on an 

Automatic Stand-by 
GENERATOR! 

We also do hookups  
for portable generators 

certified by  

GENERAC 

 

“DON’T BE LEFT IN THE DARK” 

Discounts 
for Veterans 
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       Assistance 
       to  

      Ashford Veterans 
 

 

If you are in need of advice for Veteran benefits, 
 questions on assistance such as health care,  

burials, disability compensation, 
 Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund, or pension,  

please visit on the first Wednesday  
of the month with the new hours of 5:00-6:00 pm. 

 Appointments are preferred, especially if Wednesdays 
 are a conflict, but walk-ins are welcome. 

 
Call Garry at 860-928-2309 and leave a message. 

 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you  
need help with your veteran issues: 

Garry.brown71@aim.com and/or 860-928-2309.  
 Always no cost ever for veterans 

 and always confidential. 
 

VETERAN NOTES 

Vietnam Veterans:  If you were boots on the ground,       
currently married AND take meds for high blood pressure 

or high cholesterol, most likely you should consider      
filing a disability claim to protect your spouse. 
Call Garry for more information at 860-928-2309 
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To all Ashford Residents 
  

If you have any personal items,  
wheelchairs , walkers, canes 
 or any other items you want 

 to donate, 
 please take them to your 
 local charities, or to the  
Ashford put-n-take shed  
at the Transfer Station. 

  
Please do not leave any items  

by the front door at 25 Tremko Lane.  
 

      Thank you,  ASCO members  
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BOARD AND COMMISSION VACANCIES 

 

Eastern Highlands Health District:  Alternate Town Representative 
The Health district meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month in the Coventry Town Hall Annex. 
 

Conservation Commission:  Alternate seat  
The Conservation Commission is an advisory working group that will research and provide an inventory of natural    

resources in order to promote environmental protection and stewardship of land by education and outreach to      
residents, collaborating with land-use commissions to develop best management practices in working to maintain 
Ashford’s rural character. 

Meets on the 4th Monday of the month 
To fill an alternate member vacancy to 11/2023 (party affiliation – U or R) 
 

Economic Development Commission:  2 full member seats 
The Economic Development Commission was formed to conduct research into the economic conditions and trends in the 

town and shall make recommendations to appropriate officials and agencies of the town regarding action to improve 
its economic condition and development.  It shall seek to coordinate the activities of and cooperate with unofficial 
bodies organized to promote such economic development and shall prepare and distribute books, maps, charts and 
pamphlets which in its judgement will further its official purpose. 

Meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
To fill vacancy to 2/01/2025 (party affiliation – U or R) 
To fill vacancy to 2/01/2025 (party affiliation – U or D) 
 

Ashford Housing Authority:  1 regular member seat 
To fill a regular member vacancy to 1/01/2028 (party affiliation – U, D, R) 

 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses:  1 regular member seat and 2 alternate member seats 

To fill a regular member seat to 6/1/2025 (party affiliation – U, D, R) 
To fill an alternate member seat to 6/1/2027 (party affiliation – U, D, R) 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals:   2 Alternate seats by the Board of Selectmen until the 11/2023 municipal election 
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
To fill vacancies to 11/00/2023 (once these vacancies are filled by the Board of Selectmen, the remainder of the original 

term (11/2025) will be filled at the 11/2023 municipal election) 
 

Senior/Disabled Transportation 
Volunteers are needed to provide transportation opportunities to both our senior and disabled members 
       of the community. 
For those volunteers interested in piloting the mid-bus to varied destinations (e.g., one of the casino, lunch outings, 
       educational trips, etc) a Public Service drivers’ license is required.  Information regarding the qualifications  
       necessary to get this endorsement are available on the ConnDOT website.  The Town of Ashford will reimburse 
       the cost relating to this license endorsement. 
We are also looking for volunteers to participate in our Demand Responsive Transportation program.  Grant funding  
       is available to reimburse mileage to volunteers using their personal vehicles to take folks to doctor appointments, 

shopping, etc. 
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SERVING IN ANY OF THESE CAPACITIES, PLEASE  
          CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE SELECTMEN AT 860-487-4400. 

 

SMALL TOWN BIG HEART 
 

WORKING TOGETHER 

-12--12-



 
RESIDENTIAL                       SMALL BUSINESS 
 

FREE ESTIMATES                   BONDED & INSURED 
 

90 ASHFORD ROAD  ASHFORD, CT  06278 
 
 

DEBRA M. THOMPSON 
Owner 
(860) 428-9874 
 

www.thompsonscleaningservice.com 
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How to Stay Safe from Wildfire Smoke 
 

Who is at risk for health effects from wildfire smoke? 

 
Many adults may no ce mild symptoms from wildfire smoke.  But the groups at greatest risk for 

 adverse effects are children under the age of 18, older adults, pregnant people, folks with asthma 

and respiratory diseases and/or cardiovascular disease, outdoor workers, and people who already 

live in areas with significant air pollu on. 

 
How can you tell the level of air pollu on in your area? 

 
The Air Quality Index was designed to inform the public about air pollutants regulated under the 

Clean Air Act.   United States maps are color coded to indicate levels of pollu on.   The EPA  

(Environmental Protec on Agency) provides this informa on at AirNow.gov.   Specific fire and 

smoke maps are at fire.airnow.gov.   Air quality is also o en in local and na onal TV and radio 

weather reports. 

 
What to do when wildfire smoke levels are high? 

 
This is mostly common sense.  Stay indoors and close doors and windows.  If you must go outside, 

 limit your  me, and avoid strenuous ac vity.  Use a par culate respirator mask outside (NIOSH N95 

or P100 with 2 straps; NOTE: these are not available for child use).  Seek out cleaner air spaces such 

as museums, shopping malls, movie theaters and senior centers.  For those living with people at risk, 

if possible, use a portable air cleaner or a high efficiency filter (MERV 13+) in your HVAC system. 

Plan no‐cook meals. 

 
Don’t add to indoor air pollu on by burning candles, using gas, propane or woodburning stoves, 

fireplaces, aerosol sprays, smoking tobacco, frying/broiling meat or vacuuming. 

 

 
 
Refs:  CBSNews; EPA.gov;nrdc.org. 
 

The ACETF thanks you for your interest in our work and welcomes your input. If you have ques ons, concerns, or com-

ments,     or wish to join us, please contact Susan Eastwood at sceastwood@yahoo.com. 

September 2023 
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Greetings to the Ashford Community 
                      from Cynthia Ford, Superintendent 

        Welcome Back! A New Year of Possibilities Awaits!  First day students k-8 August 31, 2023 
 
Dear Students, Parents, Community and Staff, 
 
Welcome back to a brand-new academic year at Ashford! I hope this email finds you rested, rejuvenated, 
and ready to dive into another year of learning and growth. 
As we begin on this journey together, I wanted to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to each 
and every one of you. Your dedication to education, resilience in the face of challenges, and commitment to 
creating a nurturing environment have been truly inspiring. I am honored to serve as your superintendent/
director of support services and look forward to working collaboratively to make this year a success. 
The beginning of a new year brings with it a sense of renewed enthusiasm and possibilities. It is a time to set 
new goals, embrace fresh opportunities, and chart our paths towards excellence. Whether you are a returning 
student, a new student, a parent, community or staff member, I encourage you to embrace this year with open 
hearts and open minds. 
To our students, I want you to know that you are the reason we are here. Your thirst for knowledge,          
creativity, and curiosity sets the foundation for everything we do. Our dedicated teachers and staff have been 
working tirelessly to create a stimulating and inclusive learning environment where you can thrive and reach 
your full potential. Remember, education is not just about the grades you receive, but about the experiences, 
friendships, and life skills you gain along the way.  You can do whatever you set your mind to do. 
To our parents and guardians, thank you for entrusting us with your most precious asset – your children.    
We understand the immense responsibility that comes with shaping young minds, and we are committed to 
providing a safe and nurturing environment where they can flourish. Your partnership and involvement in 
your child's education are invaluable, and we encourage you to stay actively engaged as we work together   
to support their growth. 
To our dedicated staff, your unwavering commitment to our students' success is nothing short of extra-
ordinary. Your passion, expertise, and efforts have a lasting impact on the lives of our students. As we face 
the challenges that lie ahead, let us continue to support and uplift one another, sharing our knowledge and 
experiences to create an environment that fosters growth, collaboration, and innovation.  Together we can 
accomplish so much more. 
As we navigate this new academic year, we remain committed to providing a safe and healthy learning     
environment for all. We will continue to follow the guidance and recommendations of health authorities to 
ensure the well-being of our students and staff. Together, we will adapt, innovate, and overcome any         
obstacles that come our way while keeping the safety of our school community at the forefront. 
 To the community of Ashford, thank you for supporting our school.  Many updates were completed this 
summer and we continue to work on our Roof Project for the Summer of 2024.  Your commitment to the  
education of our children in this community is nothing short of amazing.  We are shaping our future         
generations together. 
 
In closing, I want to express my deep appreciation for your unwavering support and dedication to education. 
We are all part of a larger community, and by working together, we can create a positive and impactful     
educational experience for our students. Let us embrace this new year with open hearts, open minds, and a 
shared commitment to excellence. 
 
Wishing you all a successful and fulfilling academic year ahead! 
Warmest regards, 
Cynthia Ford 
Superintendent/Director of Pupil Services 
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Looking for residential accounts  
on the Ashford/Willington/ 

Mansfield line. 
 

We do not provide services to the 
 Ashford/Union area.  

 

We do not clear snow from vehicles or shovel. 
 

Please call between 6:00 -10:00 pm. 
 

Free estimates. 
 

Call # 860-487-1054; ask for John. 
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ASHFORD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
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             Scout Troop 92 Sept Newsletter 
 

 

Summer activities:  
 
The troop spent a week hiking through the White Mountains of New Hampshire. The heavy rain 
that they ran into didn’t dampen their spirits. It didn’t rain the whole time that they were out on   
this high adventure. 
 
Summer camp at JN Webster Scout Reservation. Scouts got merit badge instructions in Life   
Saving, First Aid, Welding, Wilderness Survival, and other useful and interesting topics.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming: 
 
The troop will have a Court of Honor to award merit badges and advancement earned at summer 
camp. 
 
The Troop will be parking cars at the Brooklyn Fair.This is a significant fund raiser for the Troop. 
 
A fall foliage bicycle ride is slated for October. The Troop will ride the Airline Trail in Pomfret. 
 
Scout Master Cory Blanchette will be leaving the Troop. We thank him for the hard work that he 
did and the years that he guided the Troop. Cory was a good role model to youth.  
Jesse Burnham of Ashford has accepted the position of Scoutmaster. Jesse has an extensive 
background in Scouting. We are excited to have him as a resource for our Troop. 
     
              
             Troop 92 BSA 
             Ashford/Eastford/Pomfret 
 
             Nord Yakovleff Ast Sct Mstr 
             Chris Murphy Ast Sct Mstr 
             Rob Hany Committee Chair 
             Kurt van Heiningen Cub Master 
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September 2023 Conservation Commission News 

 
Waste Reduction 
With the climate changes we are experiencing, it is crucial that we focus on reducing our carbon 
footprint and reducing the amount of waste we generate. We all need to adjust and shift our daily 
patterns to be more mindful of the long-term impact.   
 
Waste Tip for September  Having a reusable container for your water means you can cut down on 
one-use plastic bottles. This can cut your carbon footprint and reduce excess waste. 
 
Ashford Farmers Market 
The Ashford Farmers Market is continuing to provide us with a wide variety of great food. We are 
at the same place on RT 44 across from the town hall every Sunday from May until the Sunday be-
fore Thanksgiving. Our market runs from 10AM-1PM rain or shine. If you are wondering on any 
given Sunday if there is a question regarding market cancellation due to severe weather, please go 
to <ashfordfarmersmarketct> on Facebook to see if our market is open. 
 
This month on September 10 we are planning a community resource day where several local           
non-profits will have a table at the market to showcase their organization. Be sure to join us on     
Sunday September 10 to learn more about the work they do.    
 
Our Ashford Farmers Market provides our residents with quality, locally fresh produce, fruits, 
baked goods, and other goodies. Plus, a friendly farmer to discuss what they are selling. 
Take advantage and visit our market often.  Look for 2 pictures of our market farmers, one of a 
new vendor this year Olivia Benson, Fox View Farms and Dee Ethier, Ethier Farms, long time fruit 
vendor. Both pictures were taken by Christine Acebo.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Joshua Trust Property  
We are pleased to announce that Joshua Trust has acquired a new property on Pumpkin Hill Road 
in Ashford. Paul Praklis donated 24 acres to JT, a key piece as it connects Jt’s Friedman Forest to 
state owned Pumpkin Hill Wildlife Management Area to the east. It is also close to the Pinkham do-
nation to JT on Colt’s Pond Road. We are grateful to Paul Praklis for his generous support of land 
conservation. 
 
 
Our Conservation Commission meets every 4th Monday via zoom at 7PM. Everyone is welcome to 
attend our meetings. 

Loretta Wrobel, chair 
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SENIOR CENTER CALENDAR 
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From the Municipal Agent for the Elderly 
 

Kit Eves 860-487-5122 

 September is ramping up with many new things to plan for and enjoy. One program I am         
particularly pleased to offer is a Fall Prevention Program. Several times over the years I have been your 
Municipal Agent, I have written about how to make your home safer. The number one reason why      
seniors go into a nursing home is because they have fallen and fractured some bone. Come learn how not 
to fall in your own home. September 20th at 10:00. 
 I have received several calls about having the Shred It program this fall. I am happy to say it is 
scheduled for September 23rd in the am. Do not forget to bring something for the food pantry. 
 Tai Chi is now a satellite program at Knowlton Hall as the group grew so large that moving the 
tables every week became problematic. There will be times when the group will have to come back   
because Knowlton Memorial Hall is being used. (ie. election day). But it is wonderful that this program 
has grown so much. Tuesday and Friday’s at 9:30. 
 We lost our Low Impact Program during Covid. I have found a new instructor who is willing to 
teach Chair Yoga. The class will be held on Sept 28th at 10:00. This is a one-time trial to see if there is 
still interest. The price is $4.00 at the door.  

 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 

 
   Sept. 6th Lunch Bunch (1) Willimantic Brewing Co 
   Sept. 11th Casino Trip to MGM in Springfield 
   Sept. 19th Birthday Party History of the Sewing Machine 
   Sept. 25th Hairdresser 
   Sept. 23rd Shred It 9:00-12:00 
   Sept. 27th Pumpkin Town Trip 
   Sept. 28th 10:00 Chair Yoga 
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Hours 

Monday - 9-5 

Tuesday - 9-5 

Wednesday - 9 – 8 

Thursday – Closed  

Friday - 9-5  

Saturday 9 – 1 

Sunday - Closed  

————————— 

Library Staff 

Ann Chonte’  Chris 

Diane John Stacey 

————————— 

Libby  

Available 24 / 7! 

Try Libby (formerly 

Overdrive) for 

Babcock Library card 

holders!   

Libby offers e-books & 

audiobooks  -  

accessible on mobile 

devices!  

————————— 

Babcock Library News 

25 Pompey Hollow Road 

Ashford, CT 06278  

Your Center for Life-Long Learning 

Phone: 860-487-4420 * Website babcocklibrary.org * email: director@babcocklibrary.org 
September 2023 

Check Facebook 
for Additions 
and Updates! 

 

Cooking Club! 
 

Try new recipes and chat about your 
culinary adventures! Each month has a theme.  

 
Bring a prepared dish and copies of the recipe to 
share. Food should arrive ready to eat. The library 
will provide the plates and forks. Sample and talk 
about each recipe and take home new ideas!   

 
Monthly, on the 2nd Wednesday @ 6:30 pm 

 
 First Event! September 13: Cold Salads 

 
Please register in advance @ 860-487-4420 

New! 
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Call to 
Register! 

 
Friends of Babcock  

Library Meeting 
3rd Tuesday of each 

month @ 2:30 pm 

Library Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

4th Tuesday of each 

month @ 10 am 

Children's 
Storytime & Craft   

Every Wednesday  

@ 10:30 am 

Tickets available for 
purchase  

from 
Babcock Library! 

Tickets are $25 each 

Embroidery & 
Knitters Group 

Every Wednesday  

@ 1 pm 

Mystery Book Discussion! 

Tuesday, September 5, 2023  @ 1 pm 

The Daughter * by Jane Shemilt 

 

Wednesday, September  6 @ 6 PM 

Ukulele Lessons 

1st Wednesday of 
each month. 

Call to schedule 

Read to Lulu! 

Call to schedule 
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Ashford Parks & Recreation  
FALL SPECIAL  EVENTS & BUS TRIPS 

FAMILY 
DAY! 

THE GREAT PUMPKIN’S HALLOWEEN PARTY 
SATURDAY OCT. 28TH  

1-4 PM AT CAMP CONNRI
Join us for the fun! Games tricks and treats! Watch for details 

    Join us for this nostalgic, hometown holiday tradition, sure to  
light your holiday spirit and warm your heart! 

SUNDAY  
DECEMBER 3rd         

4:30 p.m.  
KNOWLTON  

MEMORIAL HALL 

Jingle  
Bells, 

Oh, 
Come 
All Ye  

Faithful! 

Tree  
Lighting! 

Sing , Eat 
Delicious Soup  
& See Santa! 

Enjoy Live  
Music by the 

Babcock Band! 

Turkey Trot 
Sunday Nov. 12th,  1:00-3:00 pm 

Ashford Memorial Park 
You can walk, jog, sprint, or trot around the stone dust trail, 

each laps earns a ticket in the drawing  for a turkey! 

SUNDAY SEPT. 17th  
1-4 PM at

POMPEY HOLLOW PARK   

BUS TRIPS Enjoy an Autumn Day On Your Own in Historic BOSTON!

Sat. Oct. 14th 2023. Coach Bus  leaves the Tolland Commuter Lot at 7 a.m. and  
returns  by 8:00 p.m.  You decide, Quincy Market., Faneuil  Hall, a Duck Tour, the Aquarium 
or the Science Museum. The day is yours to orchestrate.  Go on line for details on what to do.  
https://heyeastcoastusa.com/boston-in-fall/  Fee $60. (bus only) Register by 9/29.

LOOKING AHEAD,  Day on Your Own in NYC!   Sat.  Dec. 2nd 2023 
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___________P *I * C * K *L * E * B* A*L *L________ 
 

Fall is a wonderful time for Pickleball!  
In September join us M. W.  F. mornings at 9:00 
a.m. and T & TH Eves at 5:00  pm for games at  
Pompey Hollow Park !        
Introductory Class for Beginners to be offered,  
Watch for details, Call 487-4409 if interested or  
e-mail syork@ashfordtownhall.org 

. 

     
ENGLISH  COUNTRY DANCING      
                                           DANCE LIKE ITS 1799! 

It’s fun , Its easy, Its elegant !   
Come alone or with a friend– no experience required. 

Classes will be held  on Sundays from 3-5 p.m. at the Ashford Senior Center.   
Dates: Sept.17th, Oct. 15th , Nov. 19th, Dec. 17th  

& will continue into the new year. 
  No Fee, Contact organizer Barbara  Renna at  

barbararenna0012@gmail.com  Sponsored by APRC 
 

 

 
Certified YOGA Trainer  

 

Karrie Kirchner  
Leads class on Tuesday mornings. 

in Knowlton Memorial Hall. 
 Come  move,  stretch, and  get centered! 

Class runs 8:15-9:15 a.m. 
  Drop ins welcome for $10 a class 

or 6 week session is $50.    
Namaste’ 

 
Start Smart Soccer  

for Preschoolers  
3-5 years 

Ashford Memorial Park 
Thursdays 4:00-4:45 
Sept.14th to Oct.19th   
(6 weeks)  Fee: $40 

 

After School Gymnastics 
for students in  

Grades K-4 
Ashford School Gym  
Tuesdays 3:30-4:30 
Sept. 19th– Oct 24th 

Fee: $60 
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