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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Town Offices
Directory

Animal Control Officer
Assessor
Building Dept.

Emergency Management

860-234-4093
860-487-4403
860-487-4404
860-428-0870
860-487-4405
860-208-0113
860-429-8556
860-487-4409
860-429-6812
860-487-4410
860-487-4400
860-487-4400
860-487-4417
860-487-4411
860-487-4401
860-487-4415

Town of Ashford website:
www.ashfordtownhall.org

Finance Dept.

Fire Marshal
Housing Authority
Parks & Recreation
Public Works
Registrar of Voters
Selectmen’s Office
Sexton

Social/ Youth Services
Tax Collector

Town Clerk

Zoning Enforcement

SPRING AHEAD!

Daylight Savings Time
begins Sunday, March 12th.

Remember to set your
clocks AHEAD one hour!

Face Mask Requirements in Town Buildings

The Town Office building is open to the public.

Effective March 8, 2022, wearing a face mask is
optional in all Town buildings. As a courtesy to
others we ask that unvaccinated individuals and
those with a known exposure please wear a mask.
As always, if you are feeling ill please do not enter
town buildings.

The Town Drop Box on
the front porch is
always available.

Ashford Town Offices Public Hours:

Assessor, Selectmen’s Office, Tax Collector,
Town Clerk:

Mon., Tues., Fri. 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

Wed. 10 am - 6 pm

Land Use Dept.:
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., 8:30 am-3:00 pm or by appt.

Social Services: Mon. & Tues. 9 am - 3 pm or by appt.

Transfer Station: Wed. 2-8 pm, Sat. 8 am-4 pm,
Sun. 10 am - 4 pm

For other depts. not listed, please call for hours.

The Ashford Citizen
5 Town Hall Road, Ashford, CT 06278

*The Citizen will be delivered by the 1st of each month (monthly).

*The Citizen is made possible by town taxes & advertising, and the

production efforts of the Town Clerk’s Office.

*Residents and Ashford tax-payers will receive the Citizen at no
charge (every mailbox and P.O. box). Non-profit groups and tax-
payers who live out of town should contact the Citizen to be put
on the “no charge” mailing list. All other parties may receive the
Citizen for a $18 per year donation (as of 1/1/2020).

*All items for the Ashford Citizen must include submitter’s name,
address, and telephone number for verification. Items written on
behalf of an organization require the signature of an authorized
spokesperson. No letters or advertising will be accepted
concerning political issues or candidates. All items submitted
are subject to editing, and the Citizen reserves the right to reject
any submissions. Readers should be aware that opinions or
articles by individual writers or organizations are not necessarily
those of the Citizen. The Citizen will not print items it regards
as offensive or slanderous.

*All submissions must be received by the 20th of each month.

*Ads must be pre-paid; cash, or check written to Town of Ashford.

*The Ashford Town Clerk’s Office will take payments and article
and advertisement submissions. Call for details.

Your Contacts:

Sherri Mutch, Editor
smutch@ashfordtownhall.org

# 860-487-4401

Karen Zulick, Ads/Subscriptions # 860-487-4401

kzulick@ashfordtownhall.org




Kindergarten Screening
Wednesday, April 5, 2023

Ashford School
440 Westford Road
860-429-6419

The purpose of our Kindergarten Screening is to meet your child and gain a basic
understanding of his/her readiness skills and personality. We make up classes by placing the
same number of boys and girls per class and having a range of abilities in each class. Meeting
your child helps us with class placement for the upcoming year.

Who does the screening?
The Kindergarten Teachers and the Speech/ Language Pathologist.

What does my child have to do?

Your child will be asked to do short, fun tasks, which are related to success in school,
such as using playdough, naming colors, listening to a story, answering questions about the
story, cutting, writing his/her name, naming letters/numbers and drawing a picture.

The screening is not used to verify if your child is ready for Kindergarten. No child is
refused from Kindergarten. Kindergarten is available to all children who are age
eligible.

Please call Suzanne Schillinger at 860-429-6419, ext. 317 to make an appointment.
April 5™ is the only day for screenings.

*Children enrolled in Ashford Preschool do not need to participate in the
Kindergarten Screenings. They are automatically enrolled.

Drawing and Copying

* Hand preference

* Approach to task

«  Comfort level

« Fine motor/grip (how well the muscles coordinate paper and pencil activities)
Remembering

+ Visual - Remembering what is seen

* Auditory - Remembering what is heard

Using Language

+ To describe

+ Toreason

*  How your child understands and uses words and sentences

« Articulation (how well your child produces the sounds of speech)



SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Ashford Board of Education

Bicknell Scholarship

The Ashford Board of Education, as trustees of the Bicknell Scholarship Trust, is pleased to announce that
applications are available for the Maurice B. & Mildred C. Bicknell Scholarship. This year, there will be
up to four (4) $1,000 scholarships awarded.

The scholarships are awarded in memory of the Bicknells, who established the trust fund to assist
residents who are high school seniors who plan to enroll, or students already enrolled, in a full-time
undergraduate program at an accredited school, college, or university. The awards, as stipulated by the
Bicknell Trust, will be based on both need and merit.

The Board of Education will receive applications for the 2023 scholarships at the following address:
Bicknell Scholarship Trust, c/o Ashford Board of Education, 440 Westford Rd., Ashford, CT 06278

Application packets must be postmarked by April 24, 2023. Awards will be announced in June.

You may obtain additional information regarding the scholarship by contacting the Office of the
Superintendent, Ashford Public Schools, 440 Westford Road, Ashford, CT 06278 or calling
860-429-1927.

Applications will be available at the Office of Superintendent of Schools at the above address and online
at www.ashfordct.org beginning February 9, 2023. Applications may also be emailed by sending a request
to Jen Truax, Office of the Superintendent at jtruax(@ashfordct.org.

TAX COLLECTOR NEWS

The Tax Collector’s Office will be closed to the public on
March 8™ & 10™ 2023, as well as March 22" and March 24™.

The Tax Collector will be attending the Annual Tax Collector’s Conference and
Re-Certification workshops during the 22" thru 24™ dates. Emails will be checked on
all the closed dates, and contact made when possible. Please make sure that your motor
vehicle taxes are up to date before these time periods so as to avoid any unnecessary
delays when trying to renew or register motor vehicles. If you leave voice mails, those
calls will be forwarded to the email system. You are able to use the online payment
system 24/7. When paying online with an e-check, the cost is $.95. When using Credit
or Debit cards, the cost is 2.95%. Please leave enough time for payments to be
downloaded thru the online payment vendor, and clearances made to the DMV.

Thank you for your patience and consideration.







Greetings to the Ashford Community from Cynthia Ford, Superintendent:

Thank you to all that were able to take some time out of your busy schedules to participate in our

Town Meeting to discuss and vote on the school roof project. It was well attended and Mr. Jim

Rupert did an excellent job explaining the need for the new roof. Working with our building

committee in town has been a positive experience. It is hard for all of us to hear about another

thing that will affect our home finances in a couple of years. It is my hope that the community
can see that the boards truly care about all aspects of our town. It is nice to see that public discussions can occur and
all sides are able to express themselves respectfully. This is what we teach in our classrooms here at Ashford School
and it is always nice to see it play out in the real world.

Building Update: Our generator is still being worked on and we are waiting to hear from our insurance prior to
moving forward with a purchase of a new one. We have received quotes and have shared those quotes with the
necessary individuals in town. The District Office has complied with everything the insurance company has asked
for in a timely manner.

The next step for the roof project is to get bids for an architect to design the roof. We will be looking for three bids,
the bid process is very specific and we need to ensure we are following all the state guidelines. The building
committee will also be working on gathering all the information and documentation needed to apply for the state
grant, which is up to a 63% reimbursement rate.

We continue to be tested for lead in our water every month and continue to pass. There will be some work done over
the winter break that meets the guidelines we have been asked to comply with.

In collaboration with the Town of Ashford, we have secured an underground heating oil storage tank to replace our
aged-out tank. This will be installed this summer 2023. There will be no disruption to our students, as that is always
our main goal.

Budget: The Board of Education, in collaboration with the school administration, has been systematically going
through our budget for the upcoming school year. The BOE had the preliminary estimate to the town’s Board of
Finance by January 13, 2023. Our preliminary numbers are an increase of 4.44%. Insurance and other supply
increases are about 2.44% of that increase. The remaining increase is to add 1.45 positions. The first addition is a
reading interventionist for grades 5-8. This is directly in response to a call to improve our SBAC scores in both
reading and math during last school year’s budget process. Last school year we added a math interventionist to our
grades 5—8 along with new programming school wide. The upcoming school year would focus on continuing to
support math instruction and additionally enhance our reading programs and supports. The second .45 position is to
add a school psychologist to our faculty. This resource would aid in our students’ mental wellness and complete
federally mandated testing during the special education process. A presentation to the Board of Education took place
on February 2, 2023. Documents of that presentation are available to provide the evidence of what is planned and
needed to continue improving our educational process, and create an environment where children love to learn and
have controlled choices around their education. Please tune in to your Board of Education and Board of Finance
meetings to see how we arrive at our final numbers. Your voices are heard and are encouraged. Our community
needs to work together to ensure our future leaders are developed through a strong education.

Coffee and Conversation: The Administrative Team would like to invite anyone from the community to join us on
the first Wednesday of each month at 7:45-8:10am for Coffee and Conversation. The schedule is as follows: March 1:
Meet with Principal, Polly Borysevicz, and April 5th: Meet with Assistant Principal, David Eichorn

BOE Meeting: March 2, 2023 (at the Town Office Building to present the budget to the BOF) and March 16, 2023.
Budget will continue to be the focus. We want to hear from you. Please come by and inquire or contact me at the
school at 860-429-6419 ext. 365 or email me at cford@ashfordct.org.

Upcoming Community Activities: Friday Playgroups held at Ashford School hosted by Youth Services, Melissa
McDonough 9-10am. Contact Melissa at: Mmcdonough@ashfordct.org with any questions.

COVID-19 Information: Ashford School has launched a page on the website for Ashford School that has the
running tally of current to date cases of COVID-19. The page is:_https://school.ashfordct.org/covid-19-cases-
2022-23/




SUPPORTED BY WINDHAM ARTS

Join us at our Monthly Meetings
@ —> Public Welcome C 5>

24 Wednesday of each month
7:00pm - 9:00pm online.
Please contact Kathryn Eidson
keidson3632@gmail.com for link.

The public is always welcome to attend
Workshops:

» Nancy Bunnell’s Pastel Painting Workshop, April
221 10:00am — 2:00pm, Ashford Senior Center
*More info on how to register to follow.

Upcoming 2023 Events:
* Spring Online Sales (Valentine’s)

* Vanilla Bean Artist’s Show (Month of June)

* A Summer’s Palette Art Show at Westford Hills
Distillers, June 24", 10:00am — 4:00pm

* Holiday Artists Market,
November 18" and 19*

The Ashford Area Arts Council is
seeking a few passionate people

to help guide and shape our direction.

Do you or anyone you know love art,
helping the community and promoting
artistic endeavors?

We are looking for artists, non-artists and
lovers of art to get involved.

Is this you or someone you know?
Please contact
Deb Gag debragag@gmail.com and Kathryn
Eidson keidson3632@gmail.com
We’ll fill you in with all the awesome details on
how you can be involved with our community.
We look forward to hearing from you!
Thank you,

Deb and Kathryn
Ashford Area Arts Council Co-Chairs

The

AAC Corner

March 2023

Spring Online Sales - Support Your Local Artists!

We are so lucky to have talented
local artists. Our website
artists’gallery is filled with
gorgeous art for you to choose
from. Browse through the gallery,
view the work and contact the
artist directly to purchase.
https://ashfordarts.org/gallery/

“Casserole Turreen - 1 3/4qt” by Dan Rackliffe

“ Something Fishy” by Joe Burger “Red Flowers” by Jane Rackliff

“Osprey” by Pat Morris “Owl” by Sharon Punty

Visit us @ www.AshfordArts.org & on Facebook.com/AshfordArts « The Ashford Arts Council is in partnership with Windham Arts

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS

Darcie Boiano

. .| YourName:........... AAC Membership Director
You do not have to be an artist or live in
Ashford. Join our fun dynamic group! | Email Address: 196 Oakes Road
° ° I eeeeecrecsteatcertsresrestccstsstcatestosresttsstssboarests Ashford, CT 06278
Membership: $30 Donation Business Name:..................ccccoooiiiiiiiiie e Check Payable To:
October 1st — September 31st Website WINDHAM ARTS ORGANIZATION
|

For more information contact our
Membership Director, Darcie Boiano at

Boiano.Darcie@gmail.com lVIaiIing Address:

or (860) 798-1738

P MEMO Line: AAC MEMBERSHIP

..................................................................... SUPPORTED BY WINDHAM ARTS




Happy St. Patrick’s Day! Spring is approaching fast.

We had such a great turnout from our $60 coupon
last month that we are extending it through March and April.

Clip the coupon below.

Book your appointment early.

Ashford Small Engine Repair (959) 929-5795

WE ARE ALSO PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE
ARE NOW A CERTIFIED STENS DEALER

Dependable, Reliable and Courteous Service
Fast pick-up and delivery
On-site repairs available

ASHFORD SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
Rated #1 5-stars!

Snow Blowers, Chain Saws, Push Mowers,
Lawn Tractors, Weed Whackers, Generators,
Fall and Winter Tune-ups, plus more.
Mobile Service Available
Excellent Prices

Call (959) 929-5795
Pick-up and Delivery Available




Assistance
to
Ashford Veterans

If you are in need of advice for Veteran benefits,
questions on assistance such as health care, burials,
disability compensation, Soldiers, Sailors and
Marines Fund, or pension, please visit on the first
Wednesday of the month with the new hours

of 5:00-6:00 pm. Appointments are preferred,
especially if Wednesdays are a conflict, but walk-
ins are welcome. Call Garry at 860-928-2309 and
leave a message. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you need help with your veteran issues:
garry.brown71(@aim.com and 860-928-2309.
Always no cost ever for veterans and always
confidential.

VETERAN NOTES

March 29, 2023 National Vietnam War Veterans
Day is observed.

VITAL )) L
STATISTICS <~/ —
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Deaths:

Viktor A. Mironchenko February 4, 2023
Thomas J. Brady, Jr. January 31, 2023
Joan K. Debella January 30, 2023
James L. Peppin January 26, 2023







Leadership Meeting
Review and Commentary

A consensus among those attending the November 16, 2022 Leadership Meeting produced five critical
issues to focus on moving forward. The first was, “How to increase the tax base, and create additional
revenue sources in order to mitigate or reduce the tax burden on residents”.

The ensuing group discussion considered the three common revenue sources:

Seeking additional revenue via state and federal grants in addition to the State support
already received. This is an important and ongoing activity, but is dependent upon availability of
grants and successfully meeting their requirements.

Consider review of existing fees and adding fees on certain activities. Creating whole town
events that would bring in revenue was also considered. Current fees do offset specific
administrative costs but they represent a minor portion of the Town’s revenue. Further, fees are
limited to the extent of the specific activity.

Consider ways to increase the tax base. As a rural community our tax revenue is primarily
derived from the value of residential property. It is commonly understood that the value of all
taxable property (The Tax Base) multiplied by the mil rate determines the amount of revenue
available to pay for town services and education. If we assume these costs are unlikely to become
cheaper, then taxes will increase. Increasing the proportion of commercial vs. residential property
would favorably impact future tax increases.

The remaining issues from the Leadership Meeting will be addressed in coming issues of the Ashford
Citizen.

We welcome input from all who are interested in contributing to Ashford’s future. Ideas can be sent to
Mike Gantick, OTOF Committee at mgantick(@sbcglobal.net.

TAG SALE

Saturday, March 11", 9 to 3
Many items free  (no early birds)
Ashford Senior Center

25 Tremko Lane
Snow date: March 18"




Another icy day on the Mount Hope River!

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Sheet Rock Repair Misc. Repairs
Power Washing Gutter Cleaning/Repair

NoJob Too Small Senior Discounts
Very Fair Prices
(860) 465-7262
24-hour Emergency Services

All Tax Bills that are payable are posted online
and are available for payment if there is a
shopping cart next to it. An e-check costs $.95,
the credit card fee is 2.95%. If you use a debit
card, you must treat it as a credit card, and the
2.95% fee applies. You can use the system
24/7. You do not need to register, but you need
to give an email address in order to obtain a
receipt. The July 2022 Tax Bills were available
for payment on July 1%, and the second
installment of taxes is available to be paid at
any time. The new Supplemental Motor Vehicle
Bills are available as well as missing motor
vehicle records that have been added.

All Town Offices are closed on Thursdays. The
Tax Collector Office will be closed to the public
on_March 8", 10", 22" and 24". Please be
sure that your motor vehicle taxes are up to

date before those closures so that no
problems will occur when trying to register a
vehicle thru DMV.

Please check for the correct amount that is past
due if you choose to mail in a check.

Go to: www.ashfordtownhall.org. To enter, the

portal looks like this:




TOWN OF ASHFORD
Office of the Selectmen

INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Ashford is seeking bids for mowing and trimming of Ashford Memorial Park.
The contract will run from April 15, 2023 through November 15, 2023.
Bids should be broken down as follows:

1. Cost of 24 mowings and trimmings of Ashford Memorial Park
2. Costof 1 one (1) additional mowing of Ashford Memorial Park (if needed)

A site visit to view the property and ask questions may be scheduled with Superintendent of Public
Works, Joe Kalinowski. He can be reached at 860-429-6812 or 860-428-6089. The Town reserves the
right to inspect equipment that will be used in performance of the bid task.

Completed bids, including an insurance certificate, should be submitted to the Selectmen’s Office,
5 Town Hall Road, Ashford, CT 06278, no later than Friday, March 24, 2023 at noon.

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids.

William Falletti
First Selectman

Law Offices of David Seidman, PC

University of Pennsylvania Law School ~ Wharton School of Business
University of Connecticut Chemical Engineering B.S., Honors Scholar

PUT KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
Wrongful Death

Hospital & Doctor Negligence
Missed Diagnosis

Birth Injuries

Ambulance Injuries
Cardiovascular Malpractice
Orthopedic Malpractice

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate Closings
Refinances

Purchase & Sales
Planning & Zoning
Contracts & Agreements

211 Nott Highway
Ashford, CT 06278
860-487-3703

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

PERSONAL INJURY
Auto Accidents
Motorcycle Accidents

Slip & Fall

Dog Bites

Drunk Driving Victims
Sports Injuries

Products Liability

BANKRUPTCY
Chapter 7, Chapter 13
Discharge Debt

Save your Home

Stop Harassing Calls
Stop Foreclosure
Stop Lawsuits







TOWN OF ASHFORD
Office of the Selectmen
William A. Falletti
First Selectman

ASHFORD BOARD AND COMMISSION VACANCIES

The Board of Selectmen is currently seeking Ashford residents who are interested in filling Board and
Commission vacancies. The following appointed positions are currently vacant:

Eastern Highlands Health District — Alternate Representative

Eastern Region Mental Health Board

Assistant Sexton

Conservation Commission - Alternate member, term to expire 11/21/2023 (party affiliation U or R)

Economic Development Commission — Regular member, term to expire 2/2/2025 (party affiliation U, R)

Economic Development Commission — Regular member, term to expire 2/2/2025 (party affiliation U, D)

Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission — Regular member, term to expire 6/01/2025 (party affiliation U, D, R)
Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission — Alternate member, term to expire 6/1/2023 (party affiliation U, R, D)
Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission — Alternate member, term to expire 6/1/2023 (party affiliation U, R, D)
Ashford Parks and Recreation Commission — Alternate member, term to expire 4/1/2023 (party affiliation U, D, R)

If you have an interest in serving, please contact the Selectmen’s office and/or the First Selectman for
additional information at 860-487-4400. Thank you.

Looking for residential accounts
on the Ashford/Willington/
Mansfield line.

We do not provide services to the
Ashford/Union area.

We do not clear snow from vehicles or shovel.
Please call between 6:00 -10:00 pm.
Free estimates.

Call # 860-487-1054; ask for John.




860.429.1244

‘EI
M\ 11 Phelps Way
Willington, CT 06279

www.anythingprinted.org
orders@anythingprinted.org




860-428-6126

Call Gary 860.429.7240




The Ashford Historical Society, Inc.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, March 28, 2023
7pm, Room 304, Lower Level
Ashford Town Office Building

Please be advised to vote at this meeting your yearly membership dues must be paid either before
this meeting or at the March meeting. Since our annual year begins April 1%, your dues will be
valid from March 2023 to April 1, 2024. If you choose to pay before this meeting, please fill out
the membership form below and mail along with your check to the Treasurer, Valerie Peppin,
186 Turnpike Road, Ashford, CT 06278. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact The Ashford Historical Society, Inc. President, Joan E. Bowley at (860) 429-4568 or
joanieS4(@charter.net.

Everyone who is interested in Ashford’s history are more than welcome. It has been a while since
we met due to COVID, but we are ready to move forward with new ideas and programs. Thank
you!

Joan E. Bowley, President
The Ashford Historical Society, Inc.

G == e e >g
The Ashford Historical Society, Inc. Dues/Renewal Form

___ New applicant ___Renewal DATE: _ / /

I am willing to help the Historical Society:

_ Fundraising events _ Research
__ Refreshments at events _ Other
_ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP $15.00 ~ FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $25.00
_ LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP $300.00 @~ CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP $50.00

Please make checks payable to: The Ashford Historical Society, Inc.
Mail checks to: Valerie Peppin, Treasurer, 186 Turnpike Road, Ashford, CT 06278

If you have any questions or need more information: Please contact The Ashford Historical Society, Inc.
President, Joan E. Bowley at: (860) 429-4568 or joanie54@charter.net

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE: CELL:

E-MAIL:

Thank you for supporting The Ashford Historical Society, Inc. Rev. 2/4/23


mailto:joanie54@charter.net

Ashford Volunteer
Fire Department




From the Municipal Agent
for the Elderly
Kit Eves 860-487-5122

Sometimes I get asked what I would like, in order to make my job easier. This is a “like,” versus a real
need. These three things are on my wish list: An Electric Stapler, a Kitchen Aid Mixer, and a Locking
Cabinet, wardrobe size with shelves

Volunteer Need: The Center is still looking for someone who would call Bingo once a month on a
Thursday afternoon. We will teach you how to call the games. It really is a lot of fun.

This was quite an easy winter. I don’t remember having one with so little snow. I write this column in the
middle of February, so I am knocking on wood that we will continue to have such a mild winter. The rain
may be dreary, but it keeps the fields wet enough for the growing season and the well waters full for those
who need this.

The Center is sponsoring the annual St Patrick’s Day sit-down dinner with entertainment, actually on the
17", The menu is corned beef, cabbage, onion, carrots and cookies. The cost is only $9.00. You must sign
up and pay in advance by March 10™. The meal will be served at noon with singer Nicky D to entertain
afterwards.

The March Birthday Party is scheduled for March 28" at 1:00. There will be cake, coffee and tea and a
little something for each person celebrating to open. Sign-up so I will have enough for all.

Trips: The Center is running two lunch bunch trips in March. To the Golden Greek on March 1* and to
Suto’s on March 7. You can go on both trips if you wish. There is an Aqua Turf Trip for St Patrick’s Day
that includes food and music on March 14", This is almost full so don’t hesitate to sign-up. You can also
see Murder on the Orient Express at the Windham Theatre Guild for $16.00 on March 26™







At the Burton Leavit Theatre in Willimantic
Sunday, March 26"
2:00 Matinee, $16.00

Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious train is surprisingly
full for the time of year, but by morning it is one passenger fewer. An American tycoon lies dead in his
compartment, stabbed eight times, his door locked from the inside. Isolated and with a killer in their
midst, the passengers rely on detective Hercule Poirot to identify the murder — in case he or she decides
to strike again.

VAN LEAVES THE ASHFORD SENIOR CENTER, 25 TREMKO LANE AT 1:00
Call 860-487-5122 to reserve a seat on the bus

St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon

Catered by Renee’s

Friday March 17™ 12:00
$9.00 paid in advance by March 10"

Entertainment by Nicky D, the sounds of the famous Vegas singers!

Brought to you by the Ashford Senior Center
25 Tremko Lane

860-487-5122




Office of the Tax Collector

The Tax Collector’s Office has been reviewing
all accounts for unpaid balances. Real Estate
accounts have been reviewed for possible
inclusion in a tax sale for the last several months.
There are still currently 15 accounts that are
identified for sale in the next auction of property
for unpaid taxes. Taxpayers will be notified by
mail. A Demand Letter will be issued, and after
the prescribed time listed in the Demand, the
account will be turned over to our Tax Attorney
to initiate the tax sale process. All payments will
then include attorney fees as well as any tax sale
costs incurred.

The office attempts to work diligently with all
taxpayers to achieve successful solutions to open
balances. PLEASE make every effort to bring
your account current. Check the status of open
bills online.

Thank you.
Linda G. Gagne CCMC
Tax Collector

House Clean Outs

Evictions and Rental Ready Services Available

You Call We Haul
No Job Too Small
We Also Do Dump Runs
Free Estimates and Senior Citizen Discounts

Call (860) 465-7262

MARCH BIRTHDAY
PARTY

Let’s celebrate each of our
seniors who were born in
the month of March.

March 28th Tuesday at 1:00

CAKE, TEA, COFFEE AND
SOMETHING FOR THE CELEBRANTS
TO UNWRAP WILL BE
PROVIDED FREE

PRESENTED BY THE
ASHFORD SENIOR CENTER
25 TREMKO LANE
860-487-5122

YOU MUST SIGN-UP IN ADVANCE

FAMILY MEMBERS OF CELEBRANTS
ARE WELCOME




Babcock Library News

25 Pompey Hollow Road
Ashford, CT 06278

Your Center for Life-Long Learning

Phone: 860-487-4420 * Website babcocklibrary.org * email: director@babcocklibrary.org

March 2023

Hours

Monday - 9-5
Tuesday - 9-5
Wednesday -9 -8
Thursday - Closed
Friday - 9-5
Saturday - 9-1
Sunday - Closed

Library Staff

Ann Chonte’ Chris
Diane John Stacey

Overdrive
Available 24 / 7!

Try Overdrive for
Babcock Library card
holders! Overdrive
offers e-books &
audiobooks accessible

on mobile devices!

March Special Events
You are cordially invited to
Attend a Mystery Party ...

Wednesday, March 8 @ 5 pm
Family Fun! Popcorn!

You could play one of the many
characters in this Mystery Party!

CALENDAR

Ukulele Lessons

First Wednesday of each month.

Please call the library to register.

Please contact the library to
Register to Attend these events!

Mystery Book
Discussion Group

The Thursday Murder Club
Tuesday, March 7 @ 1 pm

Local History Presentation &

Discussion
Learn about Lieutenant Colonel
Knowlton, Captain Nathan Hale,

John Trumbull’s painting & more.
Researched & presented by
Drew A. G. Driscoll of Ashford
Tuesday, March 14 @ 1pm

Friends of Babcock
Library Meeting
Tuesday, March 21 @ 2 pm

Library Board of Trustees
Meeting
Tuesday, March 28 @ 10 am

Children's’ Storytime &
Craft

Wednesdays @ 10:30 am

Embroidery & Knitters

Group
Wednesdays @ 1 pm




March Book of the Month

Heralding the arrival of spring is a selection of books

about gardening & growing. Check these out when

visiting the Seed Library! Books are available for all

ages here at the library plus e-books downloadable
from Overdrive !

In Like a Lion ...Out Like a Lamb
Kite Making for Kids!
Construct a colorful Koinobori!

March 11, 2023 @ 10 am

Annual Seed Program

Please visit the library to
make your selection of seeds.
In May some seedlings will
also be available. Seeds will
be available while supplies
last.

Please check our website,
Facebook page, or call the
library for more information.

This program is sponsored by
the Friends of the Library and
UConn Extension.

History Discussion about
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Knowlton

Tuesday, March 14 @ 1pm

“Thomas Knowlton is arguably Ashford’s most
widely recognized war hero. His service during the
Seven Years’ War & the American Revolution are

memorialized in a statue on the grounds of the State
Capitol & in the dedication of Knowlton Memorial Hall
in Ashford” (Connecticut History.org).

To learn more about Ashford’s war hero Lieutenant
Colonel Knowlton please join us at Babcock Library
for an informative presentation & discussion about
Lieutenant Colonel Knowlton & Captain Nathan Hale
researched & presented by
Drew A. G. Driscoll, fellow resident of Ashford.

Friends of Babcock Library
The Friends group is actively accepting

new members!

Please contact Elaine for more info at:

ewilmespandolfo@gmail.com

Museum Passes

The library has several passes available that
may be used for free/discounted entry to
selected museums & historical sites.

Bushnell Park Carousel & Museum (seasonal)
Connecticut Old State House

New Britain Museum of American Art
(NEW!) Vintage Radio & Communications
Museum of CT

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art




Scout Troop 92 March Newsletter

Klondike Derby Report: Seven Scouts and
three leaders attended this winter camping
event. They used a homemade Dogsled to
transport their gear to the various competitive
challenges. The weather at the Klondike was
mild, but windy. Unfortunately there was no
snow on the ground this time. Menu was
sausage and toast for breakfast. Tacos for
lunch and pulled pork sandwiches with loaded
baked potatoes and acorn squash for dinner,
followed up by s’mores for dessert.

Upcoming events:

Cub Scouts will hold their annual Pinewood
Derby competition on Saturday, March 11",
This is a popular event featuring gravity
powered racecars.

Scouts Court of Honor in March: Date TBD.

Scouts service project involving conservation
at Josias Byle’s Sanctuary, part of Joshua’s
Trust in Ashford: March date TBD, weather
permitting.

Trip to Mashantucket Pequot Museum at
Foxwoods in April.

Scouts at the campfire.

Mother’s Day Flower Sale
Saturday: May 13™

Bicycle ride on the East Bay
Bike Path in R.I.: May 6™ or 7™.

Scout meetings are most
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM
at St. Philip’s Rec Center.
New members are welcome
to attend.

Scout Troop 92 BSA
Ashford/Eastford/Pomfret

Nord Yakovleff, Asst. Sct. Mstr.
Cory Blanchette, Scout Master
Chris Murphy, Asst. Sct. Mstr.

Kurt van Heiningen, Cubmaster
Rob Hany, Committee Chairman

Proud Scouts with their dogsled. Photos by Nord Yakovleff




HOW TO SAVE MONEY, SAVE ENERGY &
MAKE YOUR HOME MORE COMFORTABLE

AN ENVIRONMENTAL ENERGY SERIES
FREE TO THE PUBLIC

WEBINAR ONLY: CAN HEAT PUMPS WORK IN YOUR HOME?
THURSDAY, MARCH 2 AT 7 P.M.

A heat pump is an energy efficient and economical way to heat and cool your home for year round
comfort. They are a great alternative or supplement to a typical oil fired furnace and air conditioning unit.
Learn the basics. Consider their potential in your own home. For more: kate@donnellycolt.com

Zoom log in:_tinyurl.com/2jrzchww

HOW THE IRA CAN HELP YOU INSTALL HEAT PUMPS, SOLAR, BACKUP BATTERIES
AND MORE.

IN PERSON AT THE AUDUBON CENTER AT POMFRET (WITH ZOOM LINK OPTION):
TUESDAY, MARCH 7 AT 7 P.M.

After an overview on heat pumps, Steve Lewis will explain how the Inflation Reduction Act can make
electrifying your home more affordable. Register for Zoom link: https://www.connecticut.sierraclub.org/

outings

More info and live links at: https://www.ctaudubon.org/pomfret-programs-events

Sponsored by local Windham County environmental organizations.




March 2023
Heat Pumps

It’s time to think about installing heat pumps. With all of the incentives, tax rebates, and savings you will
incur, your future energy consumption could be almost free. Plus, you will be helping the planet because
your energy will be almost completely clean, depending on whether you also have solar or use electric
distributors that get their energy from clean sources.

As | have described elsewhere in this “Citizen,” | purchased ductless heat pumps (also called mini-splits)
in 2014 and they provided all of my air conditioning and a lot of my heat in those early years and
practically for free as a result of the solar panels | had installed at the same time. Despite the cost, it
made sense. | installed an electric heat pump water heater a few years ago and, because of the
incentives at that time, it was very inexpensive and saved me even more money on my electric bill (now
only around $9.62 a month, even in the winter).

Now, it makes even more sense to install both mini-splits and a heat pump water heater since there are
far more incentives and tax rebates available. The federal government provides a tax credit of 30% up to
$2000 to cover the costs of purchase and installation. The EnergizeCT.com website shows that you can
receive as much as $15,000 in combined incentives for qualifying air source heat pumps. You get an
instant discount at the point of purchase and a rebate once the installation is complete. If you install a
heat pump water heater you can receive a $750 rebate. Eligibility is available through December 2023,
so do it fast. Affordable financing is available.

Please go to the energizect.com/rebates website for all the information on these incentives and others,
such those for ground source heat pumps (geothermal) and energy saving installations, such as solar,
insulation, windows. Businesses and farms may have even more opportunities for saving. If you have not
had an energy audit or assessment, arrange to do this first as the assessors will be able to help you
understand what you are eligible for and provide even more information about how much it will cost
and what you will save.

Participate in a webinar on heat pumps on Thursday, March 2 at 7 pm. Zoom log in:
tinyurl.com/2jrzchww

Additional information will be provided at the Audubon Center at Pomfret on Tuesday, March 7 at 7
pm. Register for Zoom link: https://www.connecticut.sierraclub.org/outings

Submitted by Marian Matthews. The ACETF thanks you for your interest in our work and welcomes your
input. If you have questions, concerns, or comments, or to join us, please contact Susan Eastwood at
sceastwood@yahoo.com




March 2023 Conservation Commission News

Waste Reduction

The Conservation Commission is concerned about the amount of waste generated by our residents. We
ask people to consider ways to reduce their trash footprint by committing to recycling and reusing
whenever possible.

We are planning to have another roadside cleanup on Sunday April 23, the day after Earth Day. Look for
more details in the April Citizen and invite your friends and neighbors to join you in cleaning up your
street.

Waste reducing tip for February: Food scraps make up to 40% of the trash we take to the transfer
station. Instead of throwing it away compose or ask your neighbors who raise chickens or pigs if they
could use your discards.

Farmers Market
Soon it will be spring and our Ashford Farmers Market will return on Sundays. We plan to start as usual
on Mother’s Day May 14. May will be here soon!

Solar Statement
For this month Marian Matthews has submitted a statement about her energy efficiency experience with
solar panels and heat pumps.

Energy Efficiency Experience

Ross Solar, now conEdison, installed solar panels on the roof of my barn in 2014 (they provide electricity
to my barn and house) as a part of the Solarize Ashford program. | am leasing the panels for 20 years as |
could not afford to buy them outright at that time. My house is 300 years old and | was converting it into
a bed and breakfast. As such, | needed to install air conditioning in most of my rooms. The ductless heat
pumps | had installed at the same time have provided most of the heat and all of the air conditioning
since then. Once | also installed a heat pump water heater, my electric bill has not been higher than
$9.80 a month. | encourage everyone to do these kinds of energy saving upgrades to your house,
business, and/or farm. The inexpensive rates for financing these upgrades and the rebates and tax
energy credits available make this kind of investment doable. | think you will feel as proud as | do to be

doing my bit for the planet.

Marian Matthews

Conservation Commission meetings are held on the fourth Monday of each month at 7PM. At this time
our meetings are held on zoom. All are welcome to attend. You can find the link on the Ashford Town
Hall website under Conservation Commission Agenda or you can email Loretta lorettaw886(@gmail.com
and I will send you the link.










860 Pet Sitting & Dog Walking
Alexander Hastillo Electric
American Scale Company Inc.
Antero Health Care

Anything Printed

Ashford Garden Center

Ashford Spirit Shoppe

Bearing Star Insurance - Daniel Storer
Bethany Grabowski, Ferrigno Realtors
Camp CONNRI

CNM Heating Cooling & Piping LLC
Cool-Grind Technologies, LLC

Count it All Joy Studio

County Line Septic LLC

Eastford Building Supply

Fenton River North Veterinary Clinic
Foundation Solutions of NE

Franc Motors Inc.

Funk & Little Inc

Gary Stevens Ferrigno Realtors
Goosehead Ins. - McCarthy Agency
G.0.J. Lawn Care

GM Thompson & Sons Inc.
Greg Peck Landscaping
Hall Davis Marketing Strategies
Henrietta House Bed & Breakfast and
Red House Farm
Insurance Engineering Solutions LLC
Integrity Pest Control
JCL Lawncare
Key Bank
Lance Glass
Lawrence Real Estate
Lyman Real Estate Carolyn Trotta
Made and Formed Foundations
Mansfield Supply
Mansfield Tree Service
McClintock Roofing

www. ashfordbusiness.org
Our Mission

Midway Restaurant

Mike Kovarovics Contracting
Mobile Welding Industries LLC
NAPA Auto Parts
Neighborspaper LLC
Northeast Builders Roofing Company
Outpatient Mobile Solutions Inc.
Pet-Law Farm

Residential Foresters
Rettenmeier Woodcarving
Rogerson Masonry Inc.

Sean Patrick Plants LLC
Shooters Services

Stoney Maple Carpentry
Terry's Transmissions

The Last Green Valley

The Mobile Animal Clinic

Web Design by Robin
Westford Hill Distillers
Willington Pizza

Willow Valley Farm

Yeagle Technologies

To promote and provide support to all businesses within the Towns of Ashford, Willington, and Eastford
To act as a collective resource of business information and education
To create awareness of Ashford, Willington, and Eastford business within the community
To address common business issues within Town governments

The Ashford Citizen is printed by Anything Printed Copy Center






