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Town of Ashford

Established 1714

SPECIAL SELECTMEN’S MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2022 at 7:30 P.M.

LOWER EVEL MEETING ROOM, TOB
To be held via ZOOM
MINUTES

Call to order at 7:31 p.m.
. Members present: Falletti, Phillips, Silver-Smith

Guests: Paul Varga, Judith Austin, Cindy Ford, Luther Brauch, Hugh McKenzie, Art Talmadge, Marian
Matthews, Jeffrey Silver-Smith
3. Hear from the public

Hugh McKenzie requested information relating to outdoor wood furnace regulations. Jeffrey
Silver-Smith, Chairman of the Ashford PZC referred Mr. McKenzie to the Zoning Enforcement
Officer

4. First Selectman’s briefing

Barlow Mill Road bridge: IWWC approved the emergency bridge replacement project. Falletti
reported that expenses incurred in the reconstruction of the bridge will be split with the Town of
Eastford.

TOB lighting upgrades have been completed

Regarding citizen proposal to enact a noise ordinance, no action will be taken until a petition is
received

Veteran’s Day Service, Saturday, November 12, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at Veteran’s Memorial. In
case of rain, ceremony will be moved to the Senior Center.

7/1/2023-6/30/2026 AEA contract finalized with an 11.54% increase over three years

5. Acceptance of the minutes of the following meetings: 10/11/2022, 10/21/2022, 10/17/2022

Silver-Smith moved acceptance of the minutes of 10/11/2022. Phillips seconded the motion
which passed unanimously

Phillips moved acceptance of the minutes of 10/21/2022. Falletti seconded the motion which
passed. Silver-Smith abstained as she was not present at this meeting,.

Silver-Smith moved acceptance of the minutes of 10/17/2022. Phillips seconded the motion
which passed unanimously.

6. Hear from Boards, Commissions, Committees
7. Old Business
A. Establishment of Fair Rent Commission: Counsel has been consulted regarding the establishment

of a Fair Rent Commission. Regarding on-going issues at apartment complexes, the BOS
discussed recent health and safety issues and involvement of EHHD and Ashford’s building
official.

Town facilities — reopening strategies

Ashford Advisory School Building Committee: report of meeting held with counsel regarding
bonding procedures: Falletti reported on a TEAMS meeting held to receive information from
Bond Counsel, Judith Blank (Pullman & Comley} of procedures and next steps in the bonding
process. Attending the meeting were Falletti, Cindy Ford, Jen Truax, Jim Rupert, Judi Austin
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COVID update: Will continue to forward EHHD updates

Status of after school childcare program as proposed by the Recreation Commission: Falletti
reported that he has had no contact from either Sherry York or Dave Roston. The BOS again
discussed their request for a fully documented proposal and staffing.

Street lighting

American Rescue Plan: Review of EDC proposed “Ashford Local Business Relief Fund
Program.” The BOS discussed the EDC proposal and its implementation. Funding applications
will be reviewed by the EDC with award recommendation referred to the BOS.

Update on preparation of Tremko House phasing plan: Mr. Hurd has promised to supply the town
with a completed phasing plan for the Tremko House by 11/21/2022.

Revisit employee insurance incentive program: No action was taken on the agenda item. On
Advice of Counsel, the insurance incentive will be addressed during the next AFSCME contract
negotiation

8. New Business

A.

Consideration of 2023 BOS meeting calendar: The BOS discussed the convening of workshops on
the off-meeting weeks. Action on the 2023 BOS meeting calendar will appear on the 11/21/2022
agenda
Discuss and act on recommendation to the BOF for the appropriation of $500,000 to satisfy the
cost of reconstruction of Southworth Drive and Pompey Road in accordance with the award of the
2022 STEAP grant. Note that Special Town Meeting authorized the allocation of the Town match
in the amount of $100,000: Advice on funding options will be solicited from auditors King &
King.
Ashford School oil tank replacement project bids: Discussion and possible action: Silver-Smith
moved that, following discussion with the Public Works Supervisor, the First Selectman and the
Interim Ashford School Superintendent consider procurement of a 20,000 gallon oil tank from a
vendor other than Service Station Equipment, Inc. Phillips seconded the motion which passed
unanimously. Silver-Smith moved to authorize the Ashford School Superintendent to accept a bid
in the amount of $84,940 received from Service Station Equipment, Inc. for installation of a
20,000 gallon heating oil tank at the Ashford School. Phillips seconded the motion which passed
unanimously.
Consideration of Horse Listeners Orchard tax abatement application (in accordance with CGS,
Sec. 12-81m): Phillips moved approval of a 50% tax abatement for Horse Listeners Orchard,
Silver-Smith seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Board/Committee/Commission appointments
e Recreation Commission
» Economic Development Commission
e Commission on Aging
e Agriculture Commission
e Accept the resignation of Sherry Simpson (term to expire 3/15/2025): It was with
regret that the BOS accepted the resignation of Sherry Simpson from the
Agriculture Commission.
o Silver-Smith moved the appointment of Luther Brauch to fill the vacancy created
by the resignation of Sherry Simpson as recommended by the Agriculture
Commission (term to expire 3/15/2025). Phillips seconded the motion which
passed unanimously.
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» Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commaission:

e Accept the resignation of Gary Lipstreu (term to expire 6/01/2025). It was with
regret that the BOS accepted the resignation of Gary Lipstreu from the IWWC
¢ Silver-Smith moved the appointment of Michael Dietz to fill a vacancy created by
the resignation of Raymond Fenn as recommended by the IWWC (term to expire
6/01/2023). Phillips seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
« Phillips moved the appointment of Bob Brisard to fill a vacancy created by the
death of Jack Barclay as recommended by the IWWC (term to expire 6/01/2023).
Silver-Smith seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
F. Tax Refunds: In accordance with CGS 12-129, Silver-Smith moved approval of fourteen (14) tax
refunds as presented by the Tax Collector. Phillips seconded the motion which passed
unanimously. A complete list of those refunds is attached to these minutes.

G. Remarks for the good: The BOS briefly discussed the holding of hybrid meetings and the
difficulties encountered.

H. Items for next BOS meeting
9. Adjournment.at 8:54 p.m.

Christine XK. Abikoff

Ashford Board of Selectmen — Special Meeting
Monday, November 7, 2022, 7:30 p.m.

Join Zoom Meeting
https:/fus02web.zoom.us/j/86566536033
Meeting ID: 865 6653 6033

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 865 6653 6033
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/wkdwXKjJmB4
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